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Dear members and friends,

If you have ever been to the HOW conference,
you know to bring an extra suitcase for the 
loot that is handed out by paper companies,
printers, software sellers, and others. And much
of it is very nice marketing materials that you 
will keep and use.

However, the most valuable thing that I brought
back from the conference this year is on a 3 x 5
index card, freely given out by fellow Guild 

member Peleg Top, with no marketing message at all, unless you count his
name and e-mail address in 6Ð or 8Ðpoint type.

I will share with you one item from this unassuming card, with small 
(but readable!) black type and a red heading, Òtop 10 business tips 
compiled by Peleg Top.Ó

4: The elite performers in life spend their time centered in creating and
building value rather than on making money. They seek out ways to 
enrich others, and they live to improve the lot of those who have the 
privilege of doing business with them. They take themselves out of the
equation and exist, in many ways, for others. The irony is that theyÕre the
ones who become the most successful and wealthy.

Have a great summer! Hope to see you soon at BaileyÕs on July 17, and at 
the September 8th dinner.

Ñ Susan
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*president’s letter and thanks

Chapter Web Site : New Look, New Features
Thanks to a team of dedicated
members,Jeanne Benas,
Mike Bowman, Bill Dhalle,
Susan Johnston, and Frank Weaver,
the Albany ChapterÕs web site
(http://www.albany.gag.org) has a
new look and several new features.
Bill Dhalle developed the siteÕs
attractive new look, with its bold
colors and graphics, while Jeanne
Benas created the icon concepts for
each of the section headers.
Visitors will also appreciate the
siteÕs technological improvementsÑ
itÕs not only easier to navigate, but it
also loads faster.

New features that directly benefit
members include links to their 
personal web sites in the updated
Membership Directoryand space 
in the Resourcessection for articles
and essays they write on design,
technology, and business.
The expanded Featured Artist
section now includes both a bio and
a mini gallery of work to better 
promote the artistÕs talents (see 

article on page 3). Both current and
prospective members can find 
more detailed information about
membership benefits, as well as
comprehensive listings of and 
driving directions to Chapter events.

Prospective clients will find detailed
information about how to hire and
work with a designer, as well as how
to post job opportunities using the
ChapterÕs Hotline. In addition,
the e-mail and web site links in the
Membership Directorywill help
clients contact a variety of creative
professionals directly.

The Chapter greatly appreciates the
teamÕs contributions and many hours
of hard work over a period of several
months. Each member of the team
contributed ideas about the siteÕs
content, as well as its architecture
and navigation structure. Besides
creating the overall Òlook and feelÓ
of the site, Bill Dhalle constructed,
uploaded, and tested it. Frank Weaver
not only shared his thoughts on how

to make the site easier to maintain,
but also recommended strategies
that enable search engines to find it
easily. Mike Bowman created the
first design concept and gave the
team direction and momentum to
move ahead. He also wrote the copy
for the home page, while Susan
Johnston wrote copy for other 
sections of the site.

Three other chapter members aided
the team in their efforts. President
Susan Mathews contributed ideas
about the siteÕs content and provided
invaluable insight into how it could
best serve the ChapterÕs needs.
Sue Gutbezahl helped update the
Membership Directory. Both Susan
and Sue assisted with copywriting,
while Lauri Baram composed the
text for the Hotline section.

This was truly a team effort. Check
out the new site to see the results of
their hard work if you havenÕt done
so already.

Please join us in our appreciation of the following persons and
businesses whose generosity and good service enhance our

Chapter experience:

Linda Altrockfor taking notes at the May and June chapter meetings.

Guildlines
Digital Imaging Technologies(518.885.4400) for printing and folding.

Jeanne Benasand Lisa Casciottifor fulfillment and mailing of the
May/June issue.

AdFacs
Zone 5 Graphic Services(518.464.2800), especially Todd Mosher,
for donating the setup for our display.

Lianne Webster-Kimfor coordinating booth volunteers and seminar
speakers, along with producing promotional materials and an ad for the
2003-2004 AdFacs Guide to Marketing Resources.

Lauri Baram, Jeanne Benas, and Bill Dhallefor sharing their 
professional experiences at our seminar,Marketing Campaigns: A Don't
Do it Yourself Project; Susan Mathewsfor moderating the discussion;
and Laura Ludwig Hamorfor assisting with the seminar set-up.

Sue Gutbezahl, Shawna Albano, Lauri Baram, Jeanne Benas,
Mike Bowman, Lisa Casciotti, Bill Dhalle, Roberta Lawrence,
Susan Pearce, Bonnie Roll, Kim Savage, Cheryl Schneider,
Olya Szkyja, Lianne Webster-Kim, and Sherry Williamsfor staffing
our information booth

Lauri Baramand Jeanne Benasfor coordinating the production of 
membersÕ work samples for our display.

Members are encouraged to patronize our kind and generous sponsors.



Chapter
Retreat
(LEFT) 
Matt McElligott
participates in 
brainstorming
social and 
digital guild
events for the
upcoming year

at the ChapterÕs annual retreat on Saturday,
April 12.

*member news and benefits   

::welcome::

Please welcome our newest and
returning members:

Shawna Albanofrom Ravena, NY

Jon Richard Flemming,
a graphic designer and photographer
from Chatham, NY

Jonathan M. Grandchamp,
a graphic designer from Cohoes, NY

Dennis P. Griffinfrom Rhinebeck, NY

John Martin, an illustrator from
Albany, NY, who recently transferred
back to the area from California

Henry Martinez, a pre-press specialist
and cartoonist from Wappingers Falls,NY.

Danielle Whiteson-Palazzofrom
Bolton Landing, NY

Amanda B. Zamurs, a graphic
designerfrom Slingerlands, NY

::wet paint ::

Jon Richard Flemmingwas honored
with a Distinguished Achievement
Award at the National Press Club
Awards Dinner in Washington, D.C.,
on June 4th. He was one of the
finalists who made it to the Final Four
in the Special Publication category
for his cover and layout design for
Caught in the Middle: Helping 
students avoid the middle-school
trap, a publication of New York State
United Teachers (NYSUT).Jon has
worked at NYSUT for 28 years, where
he is a Computer Graphics and
Photography Assistant for Publications,
Web and Video Services. A member
of the National Press Photographers
Association for 25 years, Jon joined
the Guild this past winter.

Illustrator Simms Tabackwas 
honored by the Desmond-Fish Library
at its ninth annual Associates Dinner
held in Garrison, NY, on June 7.
The library presents awards at its
annual gala fundraising dinner to
area residents Òwho have enriched
our lives.Ó Simms, who was 
honored along with playwright
Arthur Miller, is a longtime Guild
member. His graphic design and
illustration work is represented in
such diverse fields as advertising (the
original McDonaldÕs Happy Meal¨
box),greeting cards, and childrenÕs 
literature. The illustrator of 35 
childrenÕs books, SimmsÕ adaptation
of ÒThere Was an Old Woman Who
Swallowed a Fly,Ó won a Parents
Choice Gold Award, a Parenting
Magic Reading Award, and a 1998
Caldecott Honor. In 2000, he received
the prestigious Caldecott Medal as
Òthe artist of the most distinguished
American picture book for children
published in the United States during
the preceding yearÓ for Joseph Had
a Little Overcoat, his adaptation of a
folksong about life in the Jewish 
villages of Eastern Europe. The bookÕs
colorful illustrations and storyline
were infused with elements from
his own familyÕs history.

Photographic note cards by
Deborah Kantorare now available
for purchase at The Periwinkle Sheep
(540 Delaware Avenue, Albany), a
shop specializing in yarns and fine
crafts. The shop carries DeborahÕs
Cards for Guysline, which features
her original photographs of classic
cars and old gas pumps. She first
created the line for her personal use
after finding the greeting card market
to be somewhat limited in its selection
of male-oriented images. The large,
glossy cards are blank inside, making
them suitable for most occasions.
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Green Pump in Field
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Become a Featured Artist
on Our Web Site
Do you want to receive more exposure for your artistic talents and services?
Consider becoming a Featured Artist on the Albany ChapterÕs web site
(http://albany.gag.org). Although this benefit has been available for 
the last two years, it now offers members even greater opportunities to
promote their work. Members can show up to ten images of their work on
the redesigned site, compared to a single piece on the old one,
as well as publish a page of copy
about themselves and their work.

In addition, Featured Artists are 
invited to write an article or essay 
for the web site. Topics can range
from how-to articles on various
design techniques to tips on 
running your own business.
The essays will be archived in the
Resources section of the web site.

Artists will change every two 
months, corresponding with the 
publication dates of the newsletter, until demand for this benefit increases;
then the artist will change each month. Members who are accepted as
Featured Artists will be asked to submit the following:

¥ Five to ten scans of their work (jpeg files, RGB color,
resolution of 72 dpi, maximum dimensions approximately 4 x 6 in. )

¥ Title or description, medium, and copyright information for each 
image submitted.

¥ Short bio (one-page maximum).
¥ Essay or article of interest to most Chapter members.

If you are interested in becoming a Featured Artist, please contact 
Rachel Perlsat rachel@rperls.com.

Check out 
our new

Featured Artist,

Rachel Perls
at

www.albany.gag.org

AdFacs:
(RIGHT) The Albany Chapter was represented
at the AdFacs Communications Expo on May
13, 2003 with an informational booth, which
publicized the GuildÕs mission and services,
displayed membersÕ artwork, and provided
membership information. Members who 
volunteered at the booth included 
(l-r) Mike Bowman, Cheryl Schneider,
Shawna Albano, and Lianne Webster-Kim.

(BELOW)Jeanne Benas(standing) gives the
perspective of an illustrator during the ChapterÕs
presentation,Marketing Campaigns: A DonÕt
Do It Yourself Project, while presenters 
Bill Dhalleand Lauri Baram and moderator
Susan Mathewslisten.

Spring 2003 Events

Photo by Lianne WebsterÐKim
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THE GRAPHIC ARTISTS GUILD OF ALBANY
P.O. Box 14512
Albany, New York 12212
http://albany.gag.org
1.800.406.1689

::mission statement::
The Graphic Artists Guild promotes and protects the 
economic interests of its members. It is committed to
improving conditions for all creators of graphic art and 
raising standards for the entire industry.

July 7, Monday.No Chapter Meeting. Vacation.

July 11, Friday.Newsletter Submission Deadline.
September/October issue.
Contact:dkantor@nycap.rr.com.

July 17, Thursday.Midsummer Mixer, 6:00 pm,
BaileyÕs CafŽ, corner of Phila and Putnam,
Saratoga Springs.

August 4, Monday. Chapter Meeting, 6:00 pm,
Sage College of Albany, Room 101.
Contact:smathews@nycap.rr.com.

August 11, Monday.Vox Pop Copyright Forum 
(featuring chapter members Polly Law, Paul Rapp,
and Bill Westwood), 2-3 pm, WAMC, 90.3 FM.
Contact:pmlaw@thrumsend.com.

September 8, Monday.New Officers/Members Dinner.
Time and place TBD. Watch website and e-mail for
more information.
Contact:kim274@earthlink.net.

September 12, Friday.Newsletter Submission Deadline.
November/December issue.
Contact:dkantor@nycap.rr.com.

Midsummer
Mixer

A Casual Get-togethet
for Guild Members

Thurs., July 17 at 6 pm
Bailey’s Café

Saratoga Springs, NY
(corner of Phila & Putnam Streets)

The first in a series of informal events
for socializing & networking

�
Join us!


